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If you’ve found yourself suddenly hearing about BTS this year, you’re not alone— something significant is
happening. After two years of military service, all seven members have returned, and the world is paying
attention again in that particular way it does when something genuinely rare resurfaces. Your curiosity
makes sense.

What you're probably feeling right now is a mix of intrigue and overwhelm. BTS has been active since
2013, which means there are many years of music, shows, interviews, cultural references, and
approximately one million YouTube videos standing between you and feeling like you understand what this
is. That's a lot. And most of the fan spaces online assume you already know things you don't.

This guide exists for exactly where you are right now.

You don't need to catch up on everything. You don't need to learn seven names today. What you need is a
calm, clear entry point — something that helps you understand why so many people have connected with
this group so deeply, at your own pace, without the noise.

That's what we're here for.
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Welcome
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Why This Return Matters
To understand why this moment feels meaningful, it helps to see the shape of the story.

2013 Seven young artists from South Korea debut as BTS under a small independent label
and almost no industry backing. BTS is short for Bangtan Sonyeondan, often
translated as “Bulletproof Boy Scouts”). The name originally reflected the idea of
resisting pressures placed on young people.

Debut

2015–2018 Their music and storytelling begin reaching far beyond Korea. International
audiences discover them almost entirely through word of mouth and the online
sharing

Steady Growth

2018–2021 BTS becomes one of the most recognizable music acts in the world, selling out
stadiums and appearing everywhere from major award shows to the United Nations.

Global Breakthrough

2022–2025 South Korean law requires most men to complete military service. One by one, the
members enlist to serve.The group pauses. Fans wait.

Military Service

2026 They come back. Together. With new music. Beginning a new chapter.
Full Group Return

Military service in South Korea isn't optional, and it isn't brief. BTS spent nearly a decade building
momentum, then stepped away at the height of their influence.

The return, then, is less a comeback and more a reunion. This is not simply another album release. It marks
the continuation of a story that millions of people had been waiting to see resume.
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Meet BTS
One of the easiest ways to begin understanding BTS is simply to get familiar with the seven men who make
up the group. Each member brings a different energy, personality, and creative voice.

Think of this less as a set of biographies and more like a first introduction, the kind that helps a face and a
name start to mean something. Over time, you’ll begin to notice how their differences fit together.

Many people first experience RM as the steady
center of the group. As the leader and a primary
lyricist, he often speaks thoughtfully about their
music and their journey. He has a reflective, curious
presence that makes you feel like he is always trying
to understand the world a little more deeply.

RM (Kim Namjoon) • Rapper

Jin often becomes memorable because of his
sense of humor. He has a way of lightening
serious moments with a perfectly timed joke or
playful comment. At the same time, he carries a
quiet emotional steadiness that often anchors
the group.

Jin (Kim Seokjin) • Vocalist

SUGA tends to leave an impression as someone
who speaks directly and honestly. As a producer
and songwriter, he writes about personal, often
difficult, things with unusual directness, and fans
tend to find him unexpectedly moving.

SUGA (Min Yoongi) • Rapper
j-hope is often the first person you notice when
BTS performs. His movement on stage is sharp,
confident, and full of joy. Off stage, his optimism
and encouragement toward the other members
make him feel like a source of momentum within
the group.

j-hope (Jung Hoseok) • Rapper

Jimin is frequently recognized for the emotional
quality of his voice and performance. There is a
sensitivity in the way he sings and moves that
draws people in quickly. Many fans remember
the feeling he creates before they remember
specific details.

Jimin (Park Jimin) • Vocalist
V stands out for his artistic curiosity. His voice
has a deep, distinctive tone, and he often
approaches music, fashion, and visual art in
unconventional ways. Watching him feels a bit
like watching someone constantly experimenting.

V (Kim Taehyung) • Vocalist

Jungkook is the youngest member who people
often notice for his versatility. What makes him
compelling isn't just the range of what he can do
(singing, dancing, performing), but how naturally
he seems to do it.

Jungkook (Jeon Jungkook) - (Vocalist)
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Start With These Five Songs
BTS has a large catalog, and it can be difficult to know where to begin. The range of what they do is
genuinely wide. These five songs weren't chosen because they're the most popular or the most critically
praised. They were chosen because they offer a useful cross-section of what the group does well:
storytelling, performance, experimentation, and emotional honesty. Listen once for pleasure, then once
more paying attention to the group’s voice and perspective.

I Need U (2015)

I Need U marks one of the first turning points in BTS’s career. It introduced a more vulnerable
style of storytelling and helped bring wider attention to the group in Korea. As you listen, notice
the emotional tone in the vocals and the sense of urgency in the chorus. This song reveals how
BTS began moving beyond straightforward pop into narratives about youth, uncertainty, and
growing up.

Blood Sweat & Tears (2016)

With Blood Sweat & Tears, BTS stepped into a far more ambitious artistic space. The song blends
dramatic visuals, intricate choreography, and a darker concept that explores temptation and
desire. While listening, pay attention to how smooth and almost hypnotic the melody feels,
contrasted with the tension underneath it. It shows how BTS approaches performance as
something closer to art.

Spring Day (2017)

For many listeners, Spring Day is the song that explains why fans feel such a deep connection to
BTS. Written during a period of real collective grief in South Korea, it reflects on longing, absence,
and the hope that difficult seasons eventually pass. Notice how the song builds slowly, allowing
the emotion to unfold rather than rushing toward a climax. This is BTS at their most reflective and
emotionally resonant.

Boy With Luv (2019)

If some BTS songs explore heavier themes, Boy With Luv shows their ability to craft bright, joyful
pop. The song celebrates small moments of happiness and connection rather than dramatic
emotion. Listen for how effortlessly the voices move between rap and singing, and how playful
the rhythm feels. It reveals a lighter, approachable side of the group.

Dynamite (2020)

Dynamite introduced BTS to an even wider global audience. Released during a worldwide
pandemic, the song was intentionally upbeat and celebratory. As you listen, notice the confidence
in the performance and the way the song leans fully into classic pop energy. It highlights BTS’s
ability to create music that feels instantly welcoming.



“I purple you.”“The best moment
is yet to come.”

- BTS
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About ARMY
If you spend even a little time around BTS, you will quickly hear the word ARMY. The name comes from
Adorable Representative MC for Youth, the official title given to the fan base when it formed. Over time,
though, the acronym has become less important than what the community itself represents: a global
network of people who care deeply about the music and the message BTS shares. By most measures, it is
one of the more remarkable things about the BTS phenomenon.

What makes ARMY unusual isn't the size, though the size is significant. It's the organization. Fans
coordinate translation projects so interviews can be understood across languages. They support charitable
projects inspired by BTS’s values. They analyze lyrics, share historical context, and document the group's
history with extraordinary care. The emotional investment is real, and the output of that investment is
often genuinely impressive.

From the outside, fandom culture can look intense. That's fair. But at its core, ARMY is simply a group of
people who found something meaningful in the same music.

“I purple you.”

One small piece of ARMY culture worth knowing borahae, often translated as “I purple you.”
The expression was created by member V during a fan meeting in 2016. Purple, he explained, is
the last color of the rainbow —symbolizing trust and lasting connection. Among fans, the
phrase has come to mean something like: I trust you, and we’re in this together for the long
term.
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Finding Your Way Around

Music
The music is the natural starting point. BTS’s discography spans group albums, solo releases
from individual members, and occasional collaborations with other artists. The best way to
explore it is simply to follow your curiosity—start with a few songs you like, then move outward
through the albums they came from. There is no expectation to listen in perfect chronological
order or complete the catalog.

The BTS universe is large, and feeling overwhelmed by it is completely reasonable. There are years of
music, shows, performances, and conversations surrounding BTS, and it can feel like you’ve arrived in the
middle of a very large story. The helpful thing to remember is that none of it needs to be absorbed at once.

Shows
BTS has an unusual amount of filmed content that captures the members as people rather than
performers. Run BTS is a playful variety series built around games and challenges, often
highlighting the group’s humor and competitiveness. Bon Voyage follows the members traveling
together, while In the Soop shows them resting and living quietly in nature. Each one reveals
something about the group that the music alone doesn't.

Performances
Studio recordings and live performances are genuinely different experiences with BTS. The
choreography, the staging, and the way the members interact in a live setting add dimensions
of a song that aren’t obvious in the studio recording. Start with a concert film such as Bring the
Soul: The Movie before diving into fancams.

Fandom Culture 
ARMY has its traditions, shared language, and small rituals that have developed over time,
helping fans around the world connect with one another. Learning these gradually makes the
experience richer, but nothing requires immediate fluency.

None of this needs to be consumed quickly or completely. The best approach is the same one that works
for any rich body of work — start somewhere, follow what interests you, and let the story expand over
time.



Where to Go Next
You came into this guide not knowing very much about BTS, and you're leaving it with
something real — a sense of the story, seven faces that are starting to mean something, a
handful of songs worth listening to, and a map of the wider world if you want to explore
it.
 
What this short guide cannot fully do is show how those pieces connect across time.
BTS’s story stretches across more than a decade of albums, evolving themes, personal
growth, and shifting eras. The deeper context behind certain songs, the relationships
between the members, and the way their work builds from one period to the next all take
a little more space to explore.

Introduction

A r m y  A c a d e m y :  B T S  1 0 1

That's what Army Academy: BTS 101 is built for. It's a structured course that
walks you through the group’s journey step by step, explaining the major eras,
the meaning behind key songs, and the personalities of the members in a way
that helps everything start to make sense as a whole. No assumed knowledge,

no fandom shorthand, just a thoughtful path through a rich body of work.
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If you're curious enough to keep going, it's waiting for you whenever you're ready.



Your BTS 
Journey

Starts Here
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